
 

 
 

For the season of Advent this year, I’m reading a book entitled, Unwrapping the Names 

of Jesus: An Advent Devotional by Asheritah Ciuciu. The introduction to the devotional 

sets the stage:  

 

 “…[I]n the cacophony of this holiday busyness… Advent invites us to a simple practice 

of worship and celebration of Jesus…. Advent means “coming,” from the Latin word 

adventus, and demarks a season of expectantly preparing to celebrate the first coming 

of Jesus, while eagerly awaiting… [Christ’s] second coming…, even as we celebrate his 

presence among us through the promised Holy Spirit…. 

 

We all suffer from soul amnesia, forgetting who God is and what… [God] has done for 

us from one day to the next. Like you, I too must remind myself each year who Jesus is 

and why his birth is so miraculous—not because my mind doesn’t know but because 

my heart ceases to be amazed.” 

 

Whatever your agenda may hold each day, let us create little pockets of time to meet 

with God and to be refreshed by God’s presence. Open your heart to the coming of 

Christ; let your heart be amazed at all God is doing! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Tom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Miracle of  
Jesus’Birth 



Advent & Christmas Calendar of Events 
 

 Saturday, December 1st, 10:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.: Mystery Bus Tour  

 

Sunday, December 2nd, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.:  

 The First Sunday of Advent:  We begin our waiting, watching 

  and preparing for the coming of Christ. 

 

Sunday, December 2nd 10:15 a.m.: Congregational Elections Meeting  

 

 Saturday, December 8th 9:00am – 12noon: Christmas Decorating 

 

Sunday, December 9th, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.:  

 The Second Sunday of Advent: We hear the story of John         

         the Baptist calling us to prepare the way for the  

  coming of Jesus. 

 

Sunday, December 9th: 

 2:00-3:00 p.m. Caroling at Corte Madera Town Center 

 3:30-5:00 p.m. Children’s Craft & Activities 

 5:15 p.m. St. Nicholas Dinner / St. Nicholas Visits  

  Sharing warm hats, gloves & scarves 

 

Sunday, December 16th, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.:  

 The Third Sunday of Advent: John the Baptist is  

  presented as a witness to Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

   Sunday, December 23rd, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.:  

    The Fourth Sunday of Advent: We hear the story of Mary.  

 

Sunday, December 23rd, 3:00 p.m.: German language Christmas Service 

 

Monday, December 24th: Christmas Eve:  

 4:00 p.m.: A Family-friendly Christmas Service  

 6:00 p.m.: A Candle-lit Service of the Lessons and   

  Carols of Christmas 

 10:30 p.m.: Traditional Candlelight Service 

 

 Sunday, December 30th, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  

  The First Sunday of Christmas:  

   We gather around word and meal 
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Social Action News  
 

Thanks to everyone whose donations filled the two Marin Food Bank barrels to 
overflowing in November. Thanks as well for your assistance to students at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in the form of much-needed housekeeping supplies.  
 

This month we are beginning a new trial program involving an additional way of sharing 
our resources with local folks in need.  A basket in our Narthex is filled with brown paper lunch 
bags containing cans of soup and snack bars. Please consider picking up one or two of these 

sacks when you attend church; keep them in your car as you are out and about this 
month. You can distribute them to hungry people you see out on the street who are 
requesting help. A note inside each bag reads, “A gift from your friends at Marin Lutheran 
Church”, and also provides the phone number for the Marin Aging and Assistance 
Information Hotline. 
 

It’s Angel Tree time again! Three trees are in our Narthex this year:  
The pink tree is for families, teens, seniors, and homeless people  

served by the Ritter Center. The gifts should be returned UNWRAPPED  
with tags attached to church by Friday, December 7th at 3:00p.m. 

 
The red and green tree represents a book and toy drive for  

children served by the Marin Community Clinics. Children’s books  
may be given unwrapped. New, wrapped gifts should specify (1)  
whether the toy is intended for a boy or girl and (2) the recommended  
appropriate age of the child receiving it. Books and gifts should be  
brought to church by December 16th. 

 
The white tree is for victims of the Camp Fire, who are in great need of Visa or 

MasterCard gift cards. These gifts should also be delivered to church by Sunday, 
December 16th. 

 
Please know that we members of the Social Action Ministry Team are truly appreciative 

of your cheerful participation in all of our activities throughout the year. Your loving generosity 
continues to deeply enrich the life of our community! 

             Mary Creigh Houts  
 
 

                         December Celebrations  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays  

 

7 Isaiah Clark-Hexter 

8 8 Adelaide Shunk 

 Lindsey Theobald  

11 11 Susan Schmidt  

13 13 Jim Bedilion 

 

13 Monica Bergman 

15 Hannah Kim 

19 Michele Peck  

21 Anna Bischoff 

22 Mette Wong 

30 Vivienne Chan  

31 Rick Cunliffe

  

   Pick 
  me up 
give me     
  away! 
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Where Should Your Church Be Headed? 
 

Your MLC Council is busy asking many questions about what MLC should be doing right now 
and where it should be headed.  Part of this grows out of developing a budget for the next 
calendar year.  Most everything has a price tag or requires a commitment of time from our 
pastor and/or those at MLC.  So the budget says a lot about what we plan to be doing over the 
next year.  The congregation will have an opportunity to weigh in – and vote - on the budget 
and all these plans at the annual meeting on January 27th. 
 

But there’s more to it than just the budget and just the next year.  Council has been asking 
other questions too, about matters extending over the next several years.  For example, as we 
seek a successor to David as the Director of Music Ministries, what implications does this have 
for MLC’s worship program?  We’ve also had discussions with folks at Shepherd of the Hills 
about how we might work together with them in different ways.  We’re exploring another joint 
service with them in the near future.  The last example of a question we’re probing is what’s 
the best way to get congregational input in many different areas, including but not limited to 
some of these bigger questions.  
 

You heard about some of this planning at a Town Hall held between services in the fall.  We’re 
thinking it is time for another Town Hall to bring you up to date on Council’s more recent 
discussions.  We’re pointing to January 13 for the update, between services.  We hope you can 
be there. 
 

We encourage you to consider in advance of the Town Hall, 
and the congregational meeting two weeks later, where you 
think your church should be headed.  Then come share your 
ideas, listen to what others are thinking and then we can all 
stir the pot.  See you there! 
 

On behalf of Council,   Ross Johnson 
 

Church Council Highlights – November 2018  

¶ The Council met on Monday, November 12th at its regular time and on Saturday, 

November 17th for a breakfast meeting at Ross Johnson’s home.  Council members 

appreciate Ross and Esther’s hospitality! 

¶ We approved the appointment of John Lacy as acting Vice President of the congregation 

to serve the remainder of Yvonne Weidmann’s term.  The congregation will be asked to 

approve John’s appointment at the December 2, 2018 congregational meeting. 

¶ At our Monday evening meeting, we spoke by conference call with Elise Brown of 

Kairos Christian Resource Development to gather information about the services they 

provide.  Kairos and its Joshua Group division consult with congregations to help them 

clarify their goals, form congregational plans and carry out capital campaigns.   

¶ We heard from Pastor Tom that conversations are continuing between MLC and 

Shepherd of the Hills in Tiburon regarding another joint worship service and other shared 

activities. 

Barbara Allen, Secretary 



Confirmation Ministry  
 

Our fall Confirmation Ministry 

concludes at the beginning of this 

month with two events:  

 

Friday, December 7 th ð6 pm at 

Congregation Rodef Sholom.  

We will gather together at congregation 

Rodef Shalom for their 6:15 Shabbat 

Service. Following the service we will 

go over to Sonoma Taco at Northgate 

One for dinner and then to Silberman’s 

for ice cream. (Please bring some money 

to cover the cost of dinner and dessert.) 

We should be finished about 9 pm. We 

will need a couple parents to go and 

help with rides. Please let me know if 

you are able to help.  

 

From Rodef Sholomõs website:  

 

     È Since this is the 

season of Chanukah 

everyone is invited to bring 

their menorahs from home 

to light in the sanctuary. 

¶ While you’re at it, bring a new 

toy for the San Rafael Santa Cops to 

distribute to kids in need. Come fill our 

sanctuary with light and joy and music!  

 

Sunday, Dec. 9th from 3:30 to 7 pmñ

Celebrate the Arrival of St. Nicholas.  

We help out with making crafts and 

playing games with the children  

(3:30-5), and then eat dinner and  

hear the story of St. Nicholas. 

Confirmands are to come at 3:30, 

parents are welcome to join us  

for dinner at 5:15!  

 

Menõs Bible Study 
 
We will not meet in the month of 

December, but we will begin again at 

the end of January. At that time we will 

conclude the study of the book of 

Ephesians. This fascinating letter is 

especially relevant to our broader 

context today as Paul, the writer, was 

speaking to a society and church 

struggling with deep divisions. We will 

meet on the last Saturday of Januaryñ

the 26 th from 9 am to 10:15 am. Please 

invite other men from the congregation 

and community to come and enjoy an 

important time of spiritual grow th and 

fellowship.  
 

 

MLCW   
 

For the 

month of 

December, 

we will not meet for Bible Study or Serve 

and Share.  Due to illness and our busy 

schedules we will give ourselves this gift of 

time.  Please read and reflect on the Bible 

study on your own.  It is found in the 

December, Gather magazine. 

 

Advent/Christmas Study, òFear Notó   

When Godõs people are afraid, it doesnõt 

mean we are outside of faith. òFear notó 

appears frequently in the Bible, in a way 

that is comforting. Knowing God is with us, 

we can face our fears. As we enter the 

season of Advent, this devotional by the 

Rev. Katie Hines-Shah, will help us begin to 

see that the Christmas story is also the 

story of life in faith. 

 

All are welcome to join MLCW events, and  

I am available to answer questions (every 

Sunday at church, by  phone 415 479 8971 

or email jane_mck@prodigy.net) 

regarding our ministry.    
- Jane 
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The Bookies 
 

Thank you to Sue and Blanche for 

providing our refreshments at our last 

meeting.  We enjoyed an interesting 

discussion of òAnd After the Fireó.   
  

We now look ahead to our January 

meeting when we will discuss òEducatedó 

by Tara Westover.  Gaille will be 

facilitating, Lorri will bake and Sue will 

provide our hot refreshments. 
  

Remember, we are meeting on the third 

Wednesday of the month from now on so 

put January 16th on your calendar, 10 am 

in the church narthex.  The new year is 

always a good time for new folks to join 

us! 
  

Peace, Lorri Reinders 

 
 

Anna Seeger and Alan Cannistraro were 

married on a beautiful day – November 24
th

, 

at their favorite picnic spot in Olema.  Rod 

officiated and they were surrounded by 

family and friends.  Al’s family is from 

Toronto.  Congratulations to Anna and Al on 

their marriage, and we wish them God’s 

abundant blessings along with lots of love 

and laughter in their life together. 

 

 

 
Following a stroke/fall, Aavo Agur passed 

away on Monday, December 3
rd

.  An 

inspiration to all of us, Aavo never let his 

mobility prevent him from doing anything 

he wished, still gardening at his home this 

past summer.  He once said, that if there was 

food involved, he would be there and we 

believe he made almost every event with 

food!  Aimee, his daughter wrote: I know 

that returning to Marin Lutheran after mom 

died was one of his favorite things.  The 

fellowship that he had at church and with 

the mens' lunches meant so much to him.   

 

We keep Aimee, Arno and Aavo’s extended 

family ad friends in our prayers that they 

will find comfort and strength.  We will 

miss Aavo. 
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Stewardship Wrap 
 

Stewardship never wraps, it is something that we do every day, but we will wrap the fall 

emphasis, Live Courageously.  
 

 

 
 Thanks to all those who added                                a Heart of Courage to the  

         Stewardship Tree.  Following are the                  things that were included on the hearts.  
 

       To witness  §  To make any change  §               To heal  §  To speak out for the least    

    fortunate and to take action to serve them  §  To my hospice patients and loved ones dealing   

    with chronic and end of life issues  §  To rebuild one’s life after fire  §  To say yes! To trust  

     God  §  To give unconditionally  §  In the face of illness  §  To be vulnerable  §  Don and  

        all with Parkinson’s – living with progressive disease  §  To speak out  §  To hold your  

          tongue  §  To mourn  §  To hope, to stretch, to persevere, to pray for God’s help. 
 

Thank you to those who shared a personal story of courage 

with the congregation during our services: 

Tom Schmidt  §  Kathy Bayler  §  Michele Jacobs   

Marie Jacobs  §  Susan Morrow 
 

With gratitude we acknowledge the special 

message shared with us on  

Celebration Sunday by 

the Rev. Rob 

McClellan 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have completed and returned a commitment card for 2019.  It is a way for 

us to look ahead and decide how we can support the ministry and mission of Marin Lutheran.  

For those that have not as yet completed a commitment, we ask that you do.  Consider what 

you’d like your support to be in the new year.  This is not a contract, there is no penalty if you 

fall short, but it is a way to challenge yourself, and provides a reminder to give first to God’s 

work. 

 

Finally, I’d like to thank the Stewardship Team for your service, friendship, ideas and hard work 

these past four years; Susan Morrow, Sue Southgate, John Lacy, Roy Davis, Paula Saling, Anke 

Pahmeyer, Tom Grams and Pastor Tom.  Some served all four years, some are no longer on the 

team and some are new, but all contributed to lively and meaningful discussions.  John Bischoff 

will be heading the Stewardship Team beginning in the new year, and I know it is in good hands.  

Please continue to support John and the work of Stewardship.  It is my hope that we all 

continually grow in our understanding of Stewardship and what it means to support our church 

and God’s work. 

         Jim Kamphoefner  

 



Community Partner Updates: 
MOC and MIC are two of our community partners. Everyone is invited and encouraged to come 

to the following events:  
 

Marin Organizing Committee (MOC) Update:   
 

TWO IMPORTANT MOC EVENTS requiring your presence.  In the spirit of 

the holiday season, we might say: Your presence is a present. Hoping you 

can all be at both events and that you can recruit others to join us. 
 

December 4th, Board of Supervisors Meeting, 5:30τFirst reading of Just 

Cause for Eviction Ordinance. 

We've heard that the opposition has been getting more organized. We'll need strong 

arguments and strong numbers to show that protecting renters is as important as protecting 

landlords. We’ve been working on this for 2 years.  This is the moment of truth. Please recruit 

members of your organization to join us at this critical meeting. We will be meeting at the Civic 

Center at 5:00 pm, underneath the first archway, across from the escalator. 
 

December 6th, Last Leaders Meeting of 2018, 6:30 pmτ8 pm at Marin Lutheran Church in 

Corte Madera  (649 Meadowsweet Dr.). MOC’s Founding Convention was 10 years ago.  In 

November we started to talk about a 10th Anniversary Convention in October 2019. We began 

a discussion of this kind of event at our meeting last month. But we all realized that we needed 

more time to deliberate and so that will be the main focus of this meeting. And of course, as 

always, some relationship-building and training, and maybe even a little bit of seasonal 

celebration! Please Come! 
 

(MOC) is a broad-based, non-partisan and non-profit organization of churches, synagogues and 

non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀǊƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ah/Ωǎ ŎƻǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

organization through the identification, development and mentorship of leaders from member 

institutions. 
 

Marin Interfaith Council (MIC) Update:  
 

Monthly MeditationτWednesday December 12th from 5:30 - 6:30 pmτ

First Presbyterian Church (1510 Fifth Ave. San Rafael, CA 94901). Cost: 

Love Offering at the door (suggested $10-$20 for this event). This month 

our leaders are: /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ [ƻǾŜ ϧ wƻōƛƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴτSpiritual Song. For 

more information about Christopher and Robin, please check out the Marin 

Interfaith Council website: www.marinifc.org. 

  

(MIC) is a respectful collaborative that celebrates faith traditions, advocates justice and builds 

community. MIC cultivates a community diverse in belief, opinion, and culture. For over thirty 

years, MIC has enabled congregations, nonprofits and individuals to make Marin a more vibrant 

and equitable community. 



DECEMBER 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 December 2nd  December 9th  December 16th  December 23rd   December 30th   

 READINGS 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 

3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 

GREETERS      

9:00 AM Marie Jacobs Blanche Sprague Cheri Houts Sandy Seeger MC Houts 

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Jane McKenzie  Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Ron Jacobs Carol Cunliffe Michael Houts Jenna Garcia Michael Rosendahl 

11:00 AM Paul Davis Lorri Reinders  Rick West Tom Schmidt 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM Isaiah & Joshua CH Haakon L/ Jacob S James M/Annabelle H Ellery/Giorgia S Sasha Grams 

11:00 AM      

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Marie Jacobs Rebecca Shunk John Halloran Ross Johnson Conner Grams 

11:00 AM Annemarie Hofling Will Peck  Sandy Seeger Tricia Friedman 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Kathy Bayler Sharon Guy Susan Morrow Isai Garcia Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00 AM Betsy McCormick Paul Davis   Betsy McCormick 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM      

11:00 AM Jane McKenzie Jane McKenzie  Barbara Bischoff Tricia F/Erna R 

      

SOUND TECH      

9:00 AM Bart Saling Dan Watrous John Bischoff Dan Watrous Jeff Reinders 

11:00 AM  Jeff Reinders  John Bischoff  

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM 
Kamphoefner 

Jeff & Lorri 

Reinders 
Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Kamphoefner 

11:00 AM 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM 
SCRC Lorri Reinders 

Houts Family 

(9:00am only) 
Carol Zlatunich Jane McKenzie 

11:00 AM 

      

ALTAR GUILD Bev/Jane Bev/Jane Bev/Jane Bev/Jane Bev/Jane 

      

FLOWERS Lorraine Loo   Sue Southgate Poinsettias 

      

Child CHURCH Erin Morgan Travis Theobald Rich Myhre   

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

GIVING SNAPSHOT 
 

Our YTD monthly giving is represented in the two graphs to the 

left.  The top graph compares our actual giving to our ministry 

plan (budget) as well as to last year’s giving. The bottom graph 

shows actual giving compared to plan and highlights the 

surplus/shortfalls each month. 
 

A Recap 

¶ We have had only two positive (income greater than 

plan) giving months this year – March & September 

¶ Five months our giving shortfall was greater than 

$5,000 – Feb, June, Aug, Oct & Nov and in the past two 

months that shortfall doubled.  If you compare Oct & 

Nov giving (red bar) to last year’s giving (light green 

bar), you will see how far we have fallen behind last 

year. 

¶ Total giving, through November is behind plan by 

$41,461—an average shortfall of about $3800/month.  

This equals about two, regular (non-festival), months of 

giving. 
 

A Request 

¶ We need everyone’s help to turn this around. 

¶ The extra gifts of $50 & $100 are needed, but we also 

need gifts of $500 & $1,000.  For those that are able, 

we need the $5,000 and $10,000 special gifts. 
 

Our council is looking closely at our giving year.  They are 

working to figure out why giving decreased so much from last 

year, when usually there is (and the goal is for there to be) a 

small upwards trend. 
 

In everything, we thank you for your support of Marin Lutheran. 

 


