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In the forward to a book, (A Christianity Worth Believing by Doug Pagitt), I read a couple 
summers ago, Tony Jones, (author, theologian and social commentator), offered an observation 
regarding current religious landscape.  He wrote, “Americans, and people around the world are 
not becoming less religious; headlines make that clear.  But we are becoming differently 
religious.  We’re thinking about God in new ways, and we’re pioneering new ways to seek after 
God….  It’s become clear that it is the conversation that matters, not the conclusion; the journey, 
not the destination.  Of course, this isn’t a new thought in the history of spirituality—it’s 
probably the oldest thought.” 
 
I offer this quote because when I think of adult education at Marin Lutheran, I don’t always 
envision pastors or other leaders and teachers standing in front delivering information to those 
sitting in chairs or pews.  While this kind of education is informative and provocative, it’s not the 
only way of learning.  Another way is through conversation.  This month and next MLC is 
hosting a few opportunities to join in a conversation.  Sunday mornings (10, 17, 24 & 31) and 
Thursday evenings (14, 21, & 28), you are invited to come join in a conversation about our faith.  
In August it will be a discussion of a few of the parables of Jesus---again, come, join in a 
conversation and grow.  For more details, topics and times, look further into the newsletter in the 
section on adult education. 
 

Peace,  
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Social Action 
 
Imagine having to live on the streets for 
many days, possibly unwell.  How 
comforting it would be to look forward to the 
certainly of dinner and a place to rest that 
evening, even a quick breakfast the next 
morning. That’s what the shelter at Mill 
Street has to offer 40-50homeless men and 
women each day.  Many congregations in our 
county, including MLC, participate in 
providing food for the residents. 
 
The Social Action committee invites you to 
join us in working to solve the problem of 
hunger in Marin. “We are called to serve one 
another.” 
 
For your convenience a sign-up sheet is 
posted on the kiosk in the narthex on the1st 
Sunday of each month. 
 
Delivery to the Mill Street shelter in San 
Rafael is made monthly on the3rd Thursday.  
Food must be in the parish hall kitchen by 
1:00 p.m. on that day. However, you may 
leave your contribution at any convenient 
time by labeling it for Mill Street.  Perishable 
food may be put in the kitchen refrigerator or 
freezer. 

 
 
Currently our greatest need is for casserole 
entrees.  These may be homemade or store 
bought, each serving 8-10.  Aluminum pans 
are available in the closet on the right side of 
the kitchen.  The requirement is for five 
casseroles each month. 
 
If you would prefer 
to help with the 
delivery of food, 
we have a shortage 
of drivers.  Could 
you volunteer once 
a month for about 
one hour? 
 
Over the years, many in our church family 
have repeatedly and graciously contributed 
food items. Our heartfelt thanks to all for 
your service. 
 
Please feel welcome to ask for further 
information. 
 

���������	
��
��
Social Action Ministry Team member 

 From the  
 Church 
 Kitchen to 

Mill Street , 
San Rafael 
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MLC Notebook 
 
Condolences 
On June 2nd our good friend and  
sister in Christ, Joan Barry, passed 
away.  Joan’s determination, spirit and love 
for life was an inspiration to us all as she lived 
her life to the fullest these past several years 
while battling pancreatic cancer.  We send our 
sympathy to Joan’s family and ask that God 
grant them peace, courage and hope. 
 

A memorial service for Joan will be held at 
Marin Lutheran on Saturday, July 23rd at 
2:00 p.m.  All are invited to come together 
and celebrate the memory of Joan. 
 
 
Baptism 
On Sunday, July 24th at the 11:00am service 
we celebrate the baptism of Cedra Vivienne 
Crews.  Cedra was born June 5th to Roni & 
Brian Crews. Her mother, Roni, has 
worshiped with us often.  We wish this family 
God’s blessings as Cedra grows and develops. 
 
 
Address Change 
Pastor Bonnie and Clint Bell have a new 
address.  They remain at Aldersly in San 
Rafael, but have moved into an assisted living 
apartment on the campus. 
 326 Mission Ave.  Apt. 607 
 San Rafael, CA  94901 
 
 
Recycling Reminder 
Through the summer months remember to 
recycle.  Collection boxes are at church for: 
 
Cartridges for Kids – to recycle used ink 
cartridges and toner cartridges, laptop 
computers, cell phones, small electronics such 
as ipods, Gameboys, etc.  (Please, NO used 
batteries.)  The money received goes to the 
Youth Fund to help with events such as the 
youth gatherings & scholarships for VBS. 
 
Lions International – need used prescription 
eyewear.  They recalibrate the Rx and donate 
them to places such as Latin America where 
the need for corrective glasses is great.

��



3 Approaches to Giving – Jim Kamphoefner 
 
What comes to mind with the words “stewardship appeal”?  How do you feel  
about requests for money for various causes and programs – what works, for  
you, personally?  What do you respond to, and what do you run from?    
In the article “Three Approaches to Financial Giving,” Ed Kruse, former  
director of stewardship for the ELCA, describes the three most common  
approaches to stewardship and giving taken by congregations.  The different  
approaches yield different results, whether measured by the monetary response to the various 
approaches, or by the health of the congregations involved.  He calls the three approaches 
need, commitment, and abundance. 
 
Need Approach 
 The need approach 
is the most common in 
congregations, maybe 
because it comes so easily: 
the church needs money to 
keep operating, so 
naturally, we ask for it.  
When we need more 
money, have more needs, 
we ask for more.  The list of 
needs can be endless, and 
the giving rarely keeps up.  
(So there is the further 
“need” to address the 
budget deficit.)   If the focus 
is on ministry needs it can 
work for a time, but it often 
becomes less positive and 
more of an obligatory or 
even guilt-based appeal, 
making it a bit of a chore for 
the giver.  More importantly, 
Kruse suggests, the need 
approach is “anti-grace” – 
God meets our every need, 
without even our need to 
ask for it.  The need 
approach, common as it is, 
results in giving to 
congregations of between 
1.5-1.7% of household 
income – below the national 
average for Lutherans. 
 

Commitment Approach  
The commitment 

approach is the second 
most common among 
congregations – asking 
people to make a 
commitment, frequently a 
written commitment, to 
giving for the coming year.  
It may also be framed as 
a “faith commitment,” as 
well as a commitment to 
the ministry of the church.  
There’s nothing inherently 
wrong with this – we want 
people to be committed to 
the ministry – but 
commitment, especially if, 
it focuses mostly on duty, 
rather than Mark Allen 
Powell’s concept of duty 
and delight – is not the 
best route to grateful, 
generous stewards.  
Congregations following 
primarily the commitment 
approach receive 2.9 
percent of household 
income in giving, close to 
double the need 
approach, and above 
national averages, but not 
as good as it could be. 

 
 

Abundance Approach 
 Kruse finds that the 
abundance approach, while the 
least commonly used, is by far 
the most effective for the 
congregations that use it.  It is 
Gospel-based, grounded in 
grace and the abundance of 
God’s blessings to us.   
It needn’t completely ignore 
need or commitment, but they 
are not the center of the 
approach.  Kruse defines the 
abundance approach as inviting 
people “to give according to 
what they want to become” in 
their relationship with God.   It is 
about gratitude and growth – 
gratitude for God’s abundant 
gifts, and growth of the giver’s 
understanding of, and response 
to God’s grace.  It is focused on 
the Gospel, on the ministry and 
mission of the church, and on 
the growth of the giver’s faith 
and relationship with God.   
These “cheerful givers,” truly 
grateful and generous people, 
who respond to the abundance 
approach give, on average, 4.6 
percent of household income to 
their congregations, more than 
three times that of the need 
approach.   

 What approach do we use at Marin Lutheran, in our stewardship appeals?  I’m sure we 
have used elements of all three at times:  we surely do have needs, and want members to have 
all the facts about what those needs are.  We want people to be committed to our community 
and ministry and mission and we try to give you many reasons to be committed.  But the biggest 
motivation for giving, and something that will always be front and center when we talk about 
giving at MLC, is God’s abundant grace, and our grateful and generous response in wanting to 
share that grace with others, in as many ways that we can. 
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August 1-5 from 8:30 a.m. to 12noon 
 Ages 3 through 5th grade 
Join us for music, stories, crafts, games, snacks and more! 
Have fun with old and new friends as you learn about the love 
of God.  Please call the office if you need a registration form.  
Act quickly, available spots are filling up! 
 
Closing celebration for VBS  will be held on Sunday, August at 11:00 a.m. 
 Come and celebrate with all of our VBS staff & children who attended BEACH BASH the 
past week.  Everyone is welcome!  A simple lunch will be provided following the celebration.  
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Helping our Neighbors 
 
Food Barrels 
Two barrels are currently in  
the narthex waiting to be filled 
with non-perishable food 
items.  During the summer 
months when school is not in 
session, the need for food 
greatly increases.  Children 
who normally receive hot 
lunches at school are now 
home needing to be fed.  
Please bring non-perishable 
food items and help us FILL 
the barrels! 
 
Thrivent Match for the  
US Storms Disaster 
To aid in the recovery efforts 
following the severe storms 
and flooding that occurred 
across large areas of the 
Midwest and South, causing 
massive destruction, Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans is 
matching donations, up to 
$250,000 for these relief 
efforts.  Many have donated $$ 
towards these relief efforts and 
any donations made through 
June 26th will be eligible for 
these matching funds from 
Thrivent.  We have received 
approximately $600 towards 
this.  Thank you. 

1,000 Cranes Project 
The goal was reached. 
1,000 + paper cranes 
(origami) were made, 
strung and hung all 
around the church 
complex.  It was a 
beautiful sight!  As 
the Sunday school 
kids worked hard to make these cranes, they enlisted the help of 
the congregation.  Many people were busy folding cranes.  Top 
honors for most cranes made goes to the DiDonato family, 
Shaylene Baker and Jane McKenzie.  Barbara Bischoff won a 
tasty treat at Jamba Juice by guessing correctly, the amount of 
cranes that filled the jar – 34!   
 
Concurrently, folks were also making monetary pledges to 
support this project.  This money is being sent to the ELCA 
Disaster Response and earmarked for recovery efforts following 
the Japanese earthquakes and tsunami.  Spearheaded by the 
KOTK, our congregation raised $2,406.  An additional $500 was 
matched by Thrivent Financial for Lutheran’s Care in 
Communities Program, for a grand total of $2,906.  1,000 times 
thank you! 
 
Kudos to Sophie Stankus for bringing this idea to the Sunday 
school and sharing it with the congregation.  It was a bonus for 
the Sunday school children that Matt Kawajiri visited as we were 
in the midst of this project.  He met with the Sunday school and 
shared his experiences with them.  He and his wife, Mo live in 
Tokyo and he shared how following the initial earthquake, they 
sat stunned in their apartment watching the disaster unfold on TV 
as the tsunami washed ashore.  Continue to hold the people of 
Japan in your prayers as they face the long recovery ahead. 
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 JULY 2011 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 JULY 3RD  JULY 10TH JULY 17TH JULY 24TH JULY 31ST 

       

GREETERS      

9:00 AM Sandy Seeger Judy Rossbach Mary Creigh Houts Dawn Brewster Marie Jacobs 

11:00AM Janet Foster Stu & Jeanne Burt Erna Randig Rich Myhre Jane McKenzie 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Corneille Church Jon Rolien Michael Rosendahl Clint Bastin Ron Jacobs 

11:00AM Joe O’Neill, Jr. Roy Davis Rick West Carol Cunliffe Joe O’Neill, Jr. 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM   Robert A./Elliot S. Taylor Saling Caitlin Jacobs 

11:00AM  Michaela Marymor    

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Sandy Seeger Michele Jacobs Michael Rosendahl Dawn Brewster Jim Kamphoefner 

11:00AM Janet Foster Bob Dunn Marie Conrad Rich Myhre 
Annemarie 
Hofling 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Yvonne Weidmann  Susan Morrow  Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00AM Paul Davis  Betsy McCormick Paul Davis Betsy McCormick 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM Sandy S/Barb B Carol Z/Caitlin J  Dawn B/Shellan S Carol Cunliffe 

11:00AM Janet F / Betsy M Jane M / Joe O Erna R / Marie C Janet F / Joe O Marie C/Jane M 

      

SOUND TECH      

8:30AM John Bischoff Dan Watrous Jeff Reinders Bart Saling Dan Watrous 

11:00AM Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Kerry Hansen 

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM Roy Davis Roy Davis Dawn Brewster Clint Bastin Kamphoefner 

11:00AM Janet Foster Corneille Church Corneille Church Janet Foster Kamphoefner 

      

COFFEE HOUR      
9:00 AM Jane McKenzie Anke Pahmeyer Sandy Seeger The Abbotts Karen DiDonato 

11:00AM Jane McKenzie Carol Zlatunich Ann Marymor Special Event Joyce O’Neill 

      

FLOWERS Fye/Shepard Davis’ 
Richard/Urata/ 
Carragher 

 Sharon Guy 

      

ALTAR GUILD Jane M / Mette W Jane M / Mette W Jane M / Mette W Jane M / Mette W Jane M / Mette W 

�



 AUGUST 2011 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 AUGUST 7TH            AUGUST 14TH  AUGUST 21ST AUGUST 28TH  

     

GREETERS     

9:00AM Marilyn Davis Theresia Morgenlaender Jane McKenzie Theresia Morgenlaender 

11:00AM VBS Erna Randig Stu & Jeanne Burt Janet Foster 

     

USHER     

9:00AM Duff Hansen Clint Bastin Carol Cunliffe Kristian G / Tom S 

11:00AM Michael Houts Dave Richard Rick West Lorri Reinders 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:00AM  Laine Gruver Robert Allen Adelaide Shunk 

11:00AM VBS    

     

LECTOR     

9:00AM Karen Clinton Bill Hewitt Sharon Guy Andrew Chilson 

11:00AM VBS  Marie Conrad Joe O’Neill, Jr. 

     

ALM     

9:00AM Yvonne Weidmann Susan Morrow Yvonne Weidmann Susan Morrow 

11:00AM VBS Paul McCormick Betsy McCormick Paul Davis 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:00AM Karen Anderson Rich Myhre Carol Cunliffe Rebecca Shunk 

11:00AM VBS Erna R./Marie C. Jane M / Marie C Jeff Reinders / Janet F 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:00AM Jeff Reinders Bart Saling Dan Watrous John Bischoff 

11:00AM Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders 

     

COUNTERS     

9:00AM Corneille Church Clint Bastin Roy Davis Roy Davis 

11:00AM Kamphoefners Dawn Brewster Kamphoefners Janet Foster 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:00AM Karen Clinton Mary Creigh Houts Rich Myhre Andrew Chilson 

11:00AM VBS Picnic Janet Foster Jeanne Burt Reinders 
     

FLOWERS   Carol Cunliffe Dave Richard 

     

ALTAR GUILD Dawn Brewster Dawn Brewster Dawn Brewster Dawn Brewster 

               



              JULY 4TH WORD SEARCH                               CONNECT THE DOTS 

 
 

JULY PARADE CONSTITUTION 
TEA COLONIES REDCOATS 
FLAG FREEDOM REVOLUTION 
STARS FOURTH PATRIOTS 
BRITISH AMERICA INDEPENDENCE 
WAR STRIPES WASHINGTON 
 
 

Six of the pieces shown below can be rearranged to make an American flag. Which piece is not needed? 
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