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 About a month ago a member of the congregation recommended a book to me.  It’s The Power of 
Half, by Kevin Salwen and Hannah Salwen.  Hearing of their story from various media outlets I had a 
rough idea of what the book was about: a young idealistic daughter (Hannah) sees a homeless man on the 
side of the street and in the same moment a man driving an expensive automobile.  She says to her dad, 
(Kevin), “if the person in the car would drive a less expensive one, the homeless man might have 
something to eat.”  One thing leads to another and the Salwens sell their oversized house, move into a 
smaller one, and give half of the money away.  Crazy, isn’t it? 
 

 While the outline of the story is straightforward, the book is engaging, delightful and provocative.  It 
touched me on various levels.  Yes, it’s the story of giving half of something away, but it’s also an 
account of how they decided to support the group they ended up supporting.  And, it’s a narrative of two 
parents and two children coming together as a family.  It’s this last part that was most compelling.  
 

 Early in the book the father talks about their family life: “In short, we did more than many families 
[in terms of volunteer activities and helping people in the community], trying to find our center.  But we 
were still a long way from being able to answer some really critical questions: What did our family stand 
for?  What did we want to be--not do or have, but be?  Now that I think of it, we didn't even ask those 
questions.”  This really struck me because I’m afraid our family has never explicitly asked those 
questions!  What about your family? 
 

 Of course, as Christians and Lutherans, our identity is wrapped up in our Holy Baptism and the fact 
that God has put God’s spirit within us, God loves us, and God claims us for God’s work in the world.  
We are part of the great throng of believers, working in communities across the globe to, as the gospel 
writer Luke quotes, “…bring good news to the poor…proclaim release to the captives and re-covery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free….”  This is who we are!  This is what we do! 
 

 But how might that play out in our hectic, everyday lives—as individuals and as families?  What are 
the specifics for our individual lives?  Towards the end of the book Kevin continues, “Friends and others 
who asked us about the whys, wheres, and hows of our project always focused on magnitude and 
experience….  They never appreciated the transformational energy of the process--the worksheets, the 
debates, the critical power-sharing votes.  They never saw the internal workings of a family eager to stand 
for something collectively, to stop accumulating, to get off the treadmill, to unify around a single 
purpose.” 
 

 I encourage all of us, this fall, to steal a few moments to talk about and discuss, around the dinner 
table or relaxing in the living room, what it means for you to be Christians.  What do you stand for?  
What’s your mission as a family?  I suspect that as the conversation goes forward we will feel the 
transformational energy of the Holy Spirit molding, changing and unifying us. 
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1 Kevin Hansen   
 Pastor Chung-Woo Kim 
 Amelia Shunk 
3 Jenny Church  
 Bridget Bergman 
9 Emma Conneely  
12 Bev Kamphoefner  
16 Erna Randig 
 Mia Lacy  
19 Pastor Renée Geiger 
22 Alfred Schmidt 
23 Luke Williams 
27 Rod Marymor 

 
 
26 Kathy Bayler 
30 Tom Schmidt 
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10 Susan & Rick West 
15 Susanne & Tom Conneely 
 Mo & Matt Kawajiri 
16 Sandi & Kevin 
  Fickenscher 
22 Cheri & Michael Houts 
 Michele & Jeff Jacobs 
25 Ann & Rod Marymor 
29 Cathy & Jim Bedilion 
 Barbara & John Bischoff 
 Leslie & Steve Lewczyk 
30  Lynn & Mike Dowling 

�



���������	
�������
���������	
�������
���������	
�������
���������	
�������
 ����
�

����������������������	������

���
�	��
���������	��� ��������������


�������������������
����

����������������
��������
����	����	���	�����
� ���������	
�������
��	����������
���������
�����	
��
������	������������ !""#�$!#����������%��
�� 

�
��&'�	%����	������
���
��������
���������%��
��

�
��&(�	���
��

�
�����������	
��
����������	����
����������������� �)	
�*
��

��
��)	
�*
��

��
��)	
�*
��

��
��)	
�*
��

��
����)	��������
��
���	
�+���
������
��������
�����,
�
����'(�--.�&��� 
�
��'�/'�-�.�0���	
��
�/(��)	����	�����	
�+���
��
��
��������
������
���
�� 	�����
������������
��
�
����1�����
�����������,������
���
������	���������
�� ������������2���������3���%�
!
��%�!�����������$�4��%������	
�+
������
���)	
���� ����
��������
��������	
���
����
����	�������
��
��

��
����������

��
�

�������������	
�&'�	����� !""#�$!#��
��
���������	
�������
��
�������������5�&6�
%��������� ����

��������������	
�(�
��
�4��
��
7�
���
����
�
�������
�����1��������	
�����	����
�4� �
������
����
��
�������	�4
�8�
������������
����
�
��
�����1���������� ����
��
���
�
����4�����

���
��	
��%�
��
��
���������

�9 
��	
�
�1�����:�
������
 ;��

���������	�
���
�
�

���������	��
 �����������	
�������
������������	����
�	����
������ �����	������	�
��
�	��
��
���������	��������	����
������	������
����	����� 	����
��������������������	����������
���
�����
����
����������
�����
�

 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES & FUN EVENTS 
 
Bowling: Friday, September 10th  

Meet at the Bowling Alley in San Rafael – Country Club Bowl – at 7:00 p.m.  
Pick up time is 8:30 p.m. Bring $15 for bowling, shoes & pizza.  
BRING A FRIEND!! (If one parent could stay with PK – that would be swell!!) 

 
Sunday, September 19th:  ALL CONFIRMANDS meet for CLASS  

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.:  We hope that special guest, Kim Agnew will be with us to 
lead group games and dancing.  
Dinner provided by: Michele Rodriguez  

 
Sunday, September 26th:   

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.: Class for 6th & 7th graders  
5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.: Class for ALL CONFIRMANDS                                  

  Dinner provided by: Line Shanks  
 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.: Class for 8th graders �
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3 0  p a r t i c ip an t s  –  36  s ta f f  

 

   
K i ds  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  A f r i ca n  mus i c ,  d anc e  a nd  e xe rc i s e  

 

   
Mo d e l i ng  t he  h ammo ck /mosq u i t o  ne t  –  P i zza  d a y !  

 

   
S ta f f  ha ve  a s  muc h  f un  a s  t h e  k id s  

 
 



 
 
 

 



SEPTEMBER 2010 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 SEPTEMBER 5TH     SEPTEMBER 12TH  SEPTEMBER 19TH  SEPTEMBER 26TH  

     

GREETERS     

9:00AM Theresia Morgenlaender Cheri Houts Mary Creigh Houts Dawn Brewster 

11:00AM Janet Foster Jane McKenzie Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig 

     

USHER     

9:00AM Carol Cunliffe Michael Houts Michael Rosendahl Clint Bastin 

11:00AM Dave Richard Roy Davis Joe O’Neill, Jr. Rick West 

     

ACOLYTE     

9:00AM Adelaide Shunk Chloe Jacobs Laine Gruver Taylor Saling 

11:00AM  Peyton & Wyatt Russell  Michaela Marymor 

     

LECTOR     

9:00AM Matt Kawajiri Sharon Guy Rich Myhre Dawn Brewster 

11:00AM Janet Foster Nate Russell  Marie Conrad 

     

ALM     

9:00AM Susan Morrow Kathy Bayler Karen Anderson Christa Compton 

11:00AM Paul Davis Christa Compton Yvonne Weidmann Betsy McCormick 

     

COMM ASSIST     

9:00AM Sandy Seeger Brian Houts Mary Creigh Houts Dawn Brewster 

11:00AM Janet Foster/Marie 
Conrad  Barbara Bischoff Erna Randig 

     

SOUND TECH     

9:00AM John Bischoff Jeff Reinders Bart Saling Dan Watrous 

11:00AM Kerry Hansen Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Jeff Reinders 

     

COUNTERS     

9:00AM Corneille Church Roy Davis Corneille Church Bastin/Brewster 

11:00AM Janet Foster Corneille Church Kamphoefner Bastin/Brewster 

     

COFFEE HOUR     

9:00AM Rebecca Shunk Karen Anderson Margot Gergus Judy Rossbach 

11:00AM Mette Wong Sharon Guy Lorri Reinders Ann Marymor 

     

FLOWERS  Ray & Margot Gergus Bob & Linda Dunn Baylers 

     

ALTAR GUILD Jane McKenzie Jane McKenzie Jane McKenzie Jane McKenzie 

  


