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There's a little book, which every now and then, I turn to. It's like an old friend who 

calms my spirit and encourages me when I spend a little time reading it. It's written by a pastor 
and theologian named Joseph Sittler and entitled Gravity and Grace.  
 
 I turned to a chapter where he writes about the Holy Spirit. Since Pentecost is coming up, 
(May 23) I thought I'd look it over. When Jesus tells ten lepers, who are crying to him from afar, 
to go and show themselves to the priest, he was "absurdly promising them that they would no 
longer be lepers." And yet . . . they trusted in Jesus. "Despite the absurdity of the command and 
promise, we read this wonderful sentence:"  "And as they went, they were cleansed." (Luke 17:14)  
 
 It has never occurred to me how incredibly faithful that was of those lepers. They didn't 
receive the gift of being whole and clean and then take off to the temple to show themselves to 
the priests - they took off before they were even healed! 
 
 Sittler's point is that the "gift is given when obedience is demonstrated." In other words, 
they believed his words, and then set off - even before they had proof that his promise would 
come true! They set off and then they received healing! 
 
 Don't we do that in the church? Isn't that what we're essentially called to do? We may not 
know how the Holy Spirit is going to work it all out - but we set out to obediently follow Jesus. 
We do that with a wide variety of our ministries. We trust in Jesus' absurd promises of 
forgiveness, grace, wholeness, healing, strength and peace!  
 
 * Like when we set out to make Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief. One of the saints 
had the idea to give us the goal of making 100. Bev sent out a few e-mails to Lutheran churches 
in the area inviting them to join us. Then BAM! I stepped into the office yesterday, and there 
were 165 Health Kits which we put together, and some 70 more from two other churches. We set 
out - not exactly knowing how the Spirit was going to work! But Jesus' absurd promises to 
us came true!  
 
 * We put up the VBS Sign Up board. We set out. People have signed up already. We 
still need more. But we're moving forward - we're trying to be obedient by following Jesus 
and teaching God's children of God's love. I trust that God will, once again, put a blessing upon 
this ministry.  



�

 * On May 23, we will celebrate PENTECOST SUNDAY - the day the Holy Spirit came 
upon the disciples and SENT THEM OUT TO BE THE CHURCH  in the world. We'll baptize 
sweet Lucienne, and celebrate as she also receives the gift of the Holy Spirit!  
 
 * There are countless ways the saints here at MLC set out -- and along the way, we 
experience the absurd promises of Jesus that the Holy Spirit will provide the energy, strength, 
endurance, and joy for our journey!  
 
See you in worship!  
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Adult Education on Sunday Mornings in May 
 
Sunday morning Adult Education in May is a 
challenge.  With Mother’s Day, Memorial Day 
weekend and our final Constitution Task 
Force Forum on the 23rd there are only a 
couple Sunday’s available for a class.  So, we 
will not start any series but will see if we can 
hear from some members who have offered to 
lead a class.  Watch the bulletin 
announcements and the weekly email to see 
what might be happening. 

Our adult education schedule has changed a lot 
this winter and spring.  Not only have we had to 
contend with less time between the worship 
services, but we have also had to spend a good 
amount of time working on the proposed 
constitution.  I look forward to a more regular 
and set schedule this fall!  Let me 
(Pastortomgable@gmail.com) know if you have 
ideas of books of the Bible you’d like to study or 
issues/topics with which you’d like to wrestle. 
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Synod Assembly 
 May 6-8. Please keep Esther & Ross 
Johnson, Karen Anderson (as a member of the 
Synod Council) and Pastors Thomas & 
Kathryn in your prayers as they attend our 
annual assembly in Reno.  The theme this year 
is, “Vital Congregations, Just Communities”.  
This theme is connected with our ELCA 
Mission Statement, “Marked with the cross of 
Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered and 
sent for the sake of the world.”  They will be 
discovering ways our congregations are 
involved in the communities where we are 
located through advocacy and faith-based 
organizing.  No doubt, they will all bring back 
ideas and fresh insights after being inspired by 
all the fellow saints at the assembly.  
 
 
Eleventh Annual Marin Interfaith  
 Prayer Breakfast 
Thursday, May 6th 2010  8:00 -10:00 a.m. 
Congregation Rodef Sholom 
170 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael 
 Program: Teaching and Experience of 
Prayer from 3 faith traditions. 
 Guest Speakers: 
Sister Mary Neill, Dominican Sister 
Rev. Linda Ruth Cutts, Zen Buddhist Priest 
Mr. David Stevens, Christian Science 
Practitioner 
 Cost: $20-$40 due by Friday, April 30th  
 Contact: 415-456-6957 or 
www.marinifc.org 
 
 

 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is growing! 
We’re looking for financial representatives in 
Northern California and Northern Nevada who 
are: dedicated to helping Lutherans protect 
and provide for their families, achieve their 
financial goals, and give back to their 
communities and congregations.  
 

Please contact Amy Sarmento by e-mail at 
Amy.Sarmento@ Thrivent.Com or call 916-
796-0041 to nominate a candidate, apply 
yourself or learn more, or visit 
www.thrivent.com/ careers.
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Birthdays  
 
 3 Gisela Niedzwetzki 
  Joshua Weidmann  

4 Annie Nesbit  
 5 Bryan Wulzen  
 6 Lorri Reinders  
 8 Dorothy Walters 
 9 Sandi Fickenscher 
  Tom Conneely  
 11 Joanna Hansen 

 

 
 15 Nik Epanchin 
  Lois Errante 
 17 Michele Jacobs 
 22 Travis Theobald 
 24 Roy Davis 
 25 Emily Kim 
 27 Rich Myhre 
 28 Brian Houts 
  Luke Zlatunich 
 30 Yvonne Weidmann 

 

Anniversaries 
 
 4 Jeanne & Stuart Burt 
 11 Eun-Shil &  
  Pastor Chung-Woo Kim 
 12 Kari & Mike Miller 
 21 Rebecca & Ken Shunk 
  Betsy McCormick & 
  Paul Davis 
 31 Sandy & Rod Seeger



�

MAY 2010 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 May 2nd    May 9th May 16th May 23rd May 30th 
      

GREETERS      

9:00 AM M & R Gergus Houts/Rosendahls Marie Jacobs Cheri Houts Dawn Brewster 

11:00AM Barb Bischoff Erna Randig Stu & Jeanne Burt Jane McKenzie Marie Conrad 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM T. Morgenlaender Michael Rosendahl Ron Jacobs Michael Houts Clint Bastin 

11:00AM Joe O’Neill, Jr. Roy Davis Rick West Lorri Reinders Dave Richard 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM Shellan Saling Robert Allen Caitlin J & Alina B Laine G/Adelaide S Chloe J/Taylor S 

11:00AM   Peyton & Wyatt R. Michaela M. Kirsta Rodriguez 

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Ray Gergus Emily Rosendahl Sharon Guy Rich Myhre Dawn Brewster 

11:00AM Marie Conrad Betsy McCormick Nate Russell Bob Dunn Jim Kamphoefner 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Kathy Bayler Karen Anderson Christa Compton Susan Morrow Yvonne Weidmann 

11:00AM Paul Davis Christa Compton Betsy McCormick Paul Davis Betsy McCormick 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM Carol Zlatunich Mary Creigh Houts    

11:00AM Barb B/Marie C Erna Randig  Jeff Reinders Jane McKenzie 

      

SOUND TECH      

8:30AM Dan Watrous John Bischoff Bart Saling John Bischoff Dan Watrous 

11:00AM John Bischoff Kerry Hansen Kerry Hansen Jeff Reinders Kerry Hansen 

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM Roy Davis Clint Bastin Roy Davis Corneille Church Brewster/Bastin 

11:00AM Kamphoefner Kamphoefner Corneille Church Janet Foster Kamphoefner 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM Karen Clinton Karen DiDonato Anke Pahmeyer Mette Wong Mary Creigh Houts 

11:00AM  Joyce O’Neill Miles Marymor Lorri Reinders Andrew Chilson 

      

FLOWERS Dorothy Walters Melissa Houts   Clint Bastin 

      

ALTAR GUILD Mette W / Janet F Mette W / Janet F Mette W / Janet F Mette W / Janet F Mette W / Janet F 
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� ���        MEMORIAL DAY WORD SEARCH  

�

� AMERICA FLAG MEMORY 
 CELEBRATE HONOR MILITARY 
 COOKOUT LIVES REMEMBER 
 DUTY MEMBERS SALUTE 
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