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October 2, 2011 – 11:00am 
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Welcome to Worship 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation: In response to God’s love we invite and 
welcome all, worship and celebrate, teach and learn, serve and share.  (Marin Lutheran 
Church Mission Statement) 
 
Visitors with us are most welcome!  Please fill out your name and contact information on 
the yellow welcome card in the hymnal rack in front of you, and let us know how we can 
serve you.  We welcome everyone in the name of our risen Christ and we pray that during 
this time of worship, you will sense God’s presence and hear God’s message of healing 
love.  Children are welcome and may join in children’s time when a special message is 
presented.  Let us worship together! 
 
During our service: 

- Today we give praise to God using ELW (the red book). You will need this book 
and the bulletin to guide you through this service.  You will find “page” numbers at 
the bottom of the page in the front of the book, & hymn, “#s” by the title line. 

- The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated.  We believe that Christ's 
sustaining & forgiving presence are found in the elements of bread, wine & grape 
juice. Here at Marin Lutheran Church, all are welcome to come forward to receive 
this sacrament. Children are welcome to commune or to come forward for a blessing. 

- Assisted Listening Devices are available in a basket in the entrance foyer. 
- Child Care – through age five – is available each Sunday in the lower level of this 

building, just below the church. 
- Children’s Bulletins are available.  If you would like one please ask the usher. 
- Special Prayer Requests If you have special prayer requests, please write them on 

the back side of the yellow welcome card found in a pocket folder in the hymnal 
rack in front of you.  The ushers will collect them during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 
If you are a first time worshipper, Marin Lutheran Church information packets are 
available on a table in the entrance foyer. 
 
Christian Education Sunday School & Adult classes are held between services from 
September through May.   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Marin Lutheran Church  
649 Meadowsweet Drive 
Corte Madera, CA  94925 
(415) 924-3782 

 
The Rev. Thomas Gable, Pastor 

The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor 
David Shepard, Director of Music Ministries 

Marilyn Davis, Asst. to Director of MM 
Michele Jacobs, Director of Sunday School 



16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 2, 2011  11:00 a.m. Service 

 
The animals of God’s creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea.  They share in the ways of 
human beings.  They have a part in our lives.  Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the 
animals, wild and tame, his brothers and sisters.  Remembering Francis’ love for these brothers 
and sister of ours, we invoke God’s blessing on our animals, and we thank God for letting us share 
the earth with all the creatures. 
 
 

   GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE   Toccata Sweelinck 
 
Please stand as you are able and face the cross at the back of the church 
 
WELCOME 
 
GATHERING HYMN   All Creatures, Worship God Most High!  
We celebrate our coming together as God’s family. 
 

 
  (Cont’d) 
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GREETING  
 P: May the God of hope fill you with the fullness of peace, and the Lord of life be 
  with you all.  
 C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria  
We give praise to God. 
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 Verse 1: Cantor/Choir 
  Lord God, who reigns above almighty God our Maker, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
 Refrain: Congregation 
     
 Verse 2: Cantor/Choir 
  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Creator. 
  Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the God of Love: 
  receive our prayer.  
 
 Refrain: Congregation 
 
 Verse 3: Cantor/Choir 
  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
  you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit 
  in the Glory of God almighty.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
We focus our attention on our relationship with God. 
 A: Beloved God, 
 C: from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 

 
Please be seated 
 
CHORAL OFFERING   Be Thou Praised, O Lord, for Our Sister, the Water Clark 
   Janet Foster & Jim Kamphoefner – soloists   
 
 

WORD 
 
PSALM: Psalm 148:7-14  (sung responsively) 
 

 
 
7Praise the LORD | from the earth, 
you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God's will; 
9mountains | and all hills, 
fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 
 creeping things and | flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12young | men and maidens, 
 old and | young together. 
13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,  
whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people  
 and praise for all | faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah! 
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READING : Galatians 6:14-18 
A contemporary of Jesus writes about how Jesus can affect us: 
 14May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 16As for those who will follow 
this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.  
� ��  From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on 
my body.  
� ��  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.  
 
 A: The Word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able.  
 
G OSPEL VERSE 
 
 A: Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

 
  
 A: Lord to whom shall we go? 
 

 
  
 A: You have the words of eternal life. 
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 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25-30 
The Good News of how Jesus fits into our lives:  
� ��  At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
� ��  ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’  
  
 P: The Gospel of the Lord 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Be seated 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME (Children are invited to come forward for a message.) 
The Good News is shared with our children. 
 
 
SERMON   Pastor Gulbranson 
God’s word is explained and applied to our daily lives. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 
 



 
9

HYMN                  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace   
We sing our praise to God. 

(During this hymn, prayer requests will be collected and brought forward by the usher. 
Prayer request slips (yellow) can be found in a pocket folder in the back of the pew in front of you.) 

 

 
 
 (Cont’d) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 P: There is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.  United in Christ, let us confess 
  the faith we hold in common. 
 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 A: Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, 

we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 
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A brief silence. 
 
 A: Tend your vineyard, O God, with love and mercy, so that all who follow you 

might bear fruit. Lord, in your mercy, 
 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: Replenish the earth, O God, with the new soil of your grace. Grant that fields 

produce plentiful harvests, and that all your creation continue to provide fruit 
to sustain and nurture life. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: Plant the seeds of justice, O God, by the movement of your Spirit in the 

nations of this world. Grant that world leaders (especially) would seek peace 
and prosperity for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: Sustain all who suffer, O God, with your promise of new life. Strengthen those 

who are unemployed, marginalized, or persecuted. Renew those who struggle 
with mental and physical ailments (especially . . .) and all those we name out 
loud or hold in the quiet of our hearts . . .   Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: Shine your grace, O God, on the ministries of this congregation. Make your 

love known through the people in this place. Lord, in your mercy, 
 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: Renew the lives of those celebrating baptismal anniversaries especially, 
  Conner & Sasha Grams and Kathy Bayler.  Continue to bless their lives and 
  stir in their hearts passion for the ministry to which you have called them.  
  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: God of love, you created us in your image and made us stewards of the animals 
  that live in the skies, the earth, and the sea.  Bless us in the care of our pets and 
  the animals that are a part of our lives.  Help us recognize your power and 
  wisdom in the variety of creatures that live in our world.  Protect your 
  creatures and guard them from evil.  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C: hear our prayer 
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 P: Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 
BESSING OF ANIMALS 
 

(Those with pets or photos of pets are invited to bring them forward, to the area by 
the baptismal font for an individual blessing.  We sing the following hymn while 
the animals are being blessed.) 
 

This is My Father’s World 
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Stand as you are able 
 
 

MEAL 
  
SHARING THE PEACE   
We greet each other with love and compassion. 
 P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
Greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 
Be seated 
 
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS Our offerings are received 
We celebrate the gifts we have received.  We acknowledge the ways we use our gifts. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 
 
OFFERTORY    
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 A: Merciful God, 
 C: as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends 
of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus 
Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
We prepare ourselves to receive the bread & wine of communion which we believe is the body & blood of Christ. 
 
               Leader                                                All                                                     Leader 

 
      All                                                                                      Leader 

 
                    It         is       right        to       give      God      thanks ____    and      praise. ______ 
 
 
PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
   
   
 A: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might. 
  Heaven and earth, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
 C: Refrain 
 
 A: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Heaven and earth, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  
 C: Refrain 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Be seated 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
By eating the bread & drinking the wine we receive Christ into our lives to strengthen & nurture us spiritually. 
 
 All who believe that Christ comes to us through this bread and wine are invited to the 
 communion table 
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The bread and wine will be distributed continuously at the communion rail.  Please come 
forward at the invitation of the usher.  White grape juice is provided on each tray of 
glasses.  You may take red wine or white grape juice from the individual glasses or drink 
from the common cup.   

 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

                     Lamb of   God, who takes a-way   the   sin __   of  the   world. _          Grant us your peace. _ 
 

 
                   Lamb       of             God,         you        take      a - way    the        s in         of      the 

 

 
                 take        a - way    the          sin           of       the          world. ______ __ 

 
               Lamb      of             God,        you        take      a - way    the         sin __ _      of      the 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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MUSIC Allein zudir, Herr Jesu Christ Sweelinck 
  
Stand as you are able 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s grace. 
 C: Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 A: God our shepherd, 
 C: you have gathered us again from scattered places and nourished us with 

rich food in word and sacrament.  Go with us now, that we may seek the 
lost, bind up the injured, and strengthen the weak, until you gather us and 
all the saints into your eternal feast with Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION  
We are blessed so that we might be a blessing every day of the week. 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 C: Amen 
 
Please turn and face the cross as the cross bearer recesses to the back of the church.  This 
symbolizes that we are following Christ into the world.  
 
SENDING HYMN Let All Things Now Living  
 

 
  (Cont’d) 
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DISMISSAL  
We go out into our daily lives renewed, refreshed and restored for service in the world. 
 A: Go in peace. The Lord is near. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE I Call to You, Jesus Christ Sweelinck 
 
 
 
   Worship Assistants 
 
Assisting Lay Minister  Paul Davis 
Greeter  Janet Foster 
Usher   Joe O’Neill, Jr. 
Lector   Janet Foster 
Communion Assistant  Janet Foster 
Sound  Kamphoefner 
Altar Guild  Bev Kamphoefner 
Counter  Janet Foster 
 

�  The Sanctuary flowers are given by Sharon Guy in loving memory of her 

father, Joseph C. Guy. 
 

 
We wish to thank our Ministry Teams for hosting coffee hour this morning. 
 

 

This Week’s Calendar 
 
Sunday Oct 2 9:00am Worship Service  - Blessing of Animals 
  10:00am KOTK classes 
  10:15am Time & Talent Fair 
  11:00am Worship Service  - Blessing of the Animals 
  5:00pm Confirmation Class 
  8:00pm AA Meeting 
Monday Oct 3  Pastor Tom office hours: 10:00am-2:00pm 
   Pastor Kathryn – day off 
  9:30am OA Meeting  
  6:30pm MA Meeting  
  7:30pm Men’s Alanon 
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Tuesday Oct 4  Pastors’ office hours: 10:00am -2:00pm 
  10:30am Pastors meet with David 
  5:00pm Social Action Ministry Team Meets 
  7:00pm SLAA Meeting  
Wednesday Oct 5  Pastor Tom office hours: 10:00am-2:00pm 
   Pastor Kathryn – day off 
  12:15pm Men’s Lunch – Woodlands Market Café, 735 College Ave. 
  7:00pm Choir Practice 
Thursday Oct 6  Pastor Kathryn office hours: 10:00 – 11:30am 
  10:00am 1st Thursday Bible Study 
   Pastor Tom – day off 
  9:30am Recovery International 
  6:00pm Movie Night & Discussion for Adults 
Friday Oct 7  Leadership Retreat at Mercy Center 
  9:30am OA Meeting 
  5:30pm Alanon Meeting 
  8:30pm AA Meeting 
Saturday  Oct 8  
Sunday Oct 9 9:00am Worship Service - Stewardship 
  10:00am KOTK classes 
  10:15am Adult Education led by Pastor Kathryn 
  11:00am Worship Service - Stewardship 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
+ Pictorial Directory:   It is time to put together a new pictorial directory for our 
congregation.  Lifetouch will be doing this for us.  They will be here three days in October 
– 20, 21 & 22 to take our pictures.  We ask that you sign up for a portrait sitting time.  
You may do this by visiting our web site www.marinlutheran.com.  On the home page is a 
link to Lifetouch’s on line scheduling.  A sign-up sheet is also available this morning in 
the narthex where you can sign up for an appointment. 
 
+ 2nd mile giving for October is specified for California Lutheran University (CLU).  To 
support this ministry, please make checks payable to MLC and note “2nd mile” or “CLU” 
in the memo line. 
 
+ Remember these People in Prayer: Anker & Lee Andersen, Emmy Anderson, Clint 
Bell, Duff Hansen, Dorothy Walters, Jean Wallman, Dave Gable (Pastor Tom’s father), 
Shirley & Dick Morrow (Susan’s parents), Don & Neva Conrad (Michele Jacobs’ 
parents), Sebastian (Cathie Schinski’s friend), Ilton da Costa, Jr., serving in Afghanistan. 
 


