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Welcome to Worship 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation: In response to God’s love we invite and 
welcome all, worship and celebrate, teach and learn, serve and share.  (Marin Lutheran 
Church Mission Statement) 
 
Visitors with us are most welcome!  Please fill out your name and contact information on 
the yellow welcome card in the hymnal rack in front of you, and let us know how we can 
serve you.  We welcome everyone in the name of our risen Christ and we pray that during 
this time of worship, you will sense God’s presence and hear God’s message of healing 
love.  Children are welcome and may join in children’s time when a special message is 
presented.  Let us worship together! 
 
During our service: 

- Today we give praise to God using ELW (the red book). You will need this book 
and the bulletin to guide you through this service.  You will find “page” numbers at 
the bottom of the page in the front of the book, & hymn, “#s” by the title line. 

- The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated.  All who are baptized and 
believe that Christ’s sustaining and forgiving presence comes to us through this 
bread, wine and grape juice are invited to share in this meal.  Children are welcome 
to commune or to come forward for a blessing. 

- Assisted Listening Devices are available in a basket in the entrance foyer. 
- Child Care – through age five – is available in the Child Care Center, just below the 

church each Sunday. 
- Children’s Bulletins are available.  If you would like one please ask the usher. 
- Special Prayer Requests If you have special prayer requests, please write them on 

the back side of the yellow welcome card found in a pocket folder in the hymnal 
rack in front of you.  The ushers will collect them during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 
If you are a first time worshipper, Marin Lutheran Church information packets are 
available on a table in the entrance foyer. 
 
Christian Education: Sunday School & Adult classes are held between services from 
September through May – KOTK at 9:45am & Adults at 10:15am.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 29, 2010   11:00 a.m. Service 

 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a 
place at the banquet table of the Lord. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual 
love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 
 
 

   GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE                        Évocation Mompou 
 
Please stand as you are able and face the processional cross. 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
  endures forever. 
 C: Amen. 
 
 P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 P: Gracious God, 
 C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we  
  have done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and 
  uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
  life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ.  By grace we have been saved.  In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen us with power 

  through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
 C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW (red book) # 532 
  
GREETING 
 P: Sisters and brothers, called to freedom in Christ: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
. C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE    
We celebrate our coming together as God’s family. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
We focus our attention on our relationship with God. 
 A: O God, 
 C:  you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 

Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 
Be seated 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING The Gospel of Grace arr. Hayes
   Jolene Macpherson & Jim Kamphoefner 
 
 

WORD 
  
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6–7 
We hear an ancient writer tell us about God active in this world:  The book of Proverbs is part of a 
collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel's leaders 
and people for the conduct of daily life. Today's reading is about humility. 
 
Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence 
 or stand in the place of the great; 
7for it is better to be told, "Come up here," 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 112 (chant responsively)    
 

 
 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 
and have great delight in | God's commandments! 

2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
 the generation of the upright | will be blessed.    
3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
and their righteousness will | last forever. 

4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;  
 the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
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5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
 the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.    
7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

8Their heart is established and | will not shrink,  
 until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 
they will hold up their | head with honor. 

10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 
 the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.    
 
  
SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16 
A contemporary of Jesus writes about how Jesus can affect us:  The conclusion of the letter to the 
Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God's love 
toward us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or forsake 
you." 6So we can say with confidence, 
 "The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?" 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever. 
 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 
fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 
 A: The Word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God 
 
Stand as you are able.  
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GOSPEL VERSE 
 

 

 

 
    
  
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 14th chapter. 
     C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7–14 
The Good News of how Jesus fits into our lives:  Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the 
table. He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus 
also makes an appeal for hosts to mimic God's gracious hospitality to the poor and the broken. 
 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
8When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of 
honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the 
host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person your place,' and then 
in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit 
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up 
higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
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 P: The Gospel of the Lord 
     C: Praise to you O Christ 
 
Be seated 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Children are invited to come forward for a message.) 
The Good News is shared with our children. 
 
 

HOMILY                Holy Hospitality Pastor Gulbranson 
God’s word is explained and applied to our daily lives. 
 
 

HYMN All Are Welcome ELW (red book) # 641 
  Verses 1, 2 & 5 
We sing our praise to God.  

(During this hymn, prayer requests will be collected and brought forward by the usher. 
Prayer request slips (yellow) can be found in a pocket folder in the back of the pew in front of you.) 

 
Stand as you are able 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 P: There is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.  United in Christ, let us confess 
  the faith we hold in common. 
  
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 A: Gathered together as God's people in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God's creation. 
 



 
11 

 
A brief silence. 
 
 A: For your church, that it may not neglect to show hospitality to strangers but 

instead be a place of gracious invitation to all. Lord, in your mercy, 
 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: For the leaders of all nations, that they may govern with humility and conduct 

all affairs with justice. We pray for the end to all forms of torture. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: For the devastation in the Gulf of Mexico and those who suffered the effects of 

Hurricane Katrina five years ago, that recovery and renewal of the water, land, 
industries and communities continues as a sign of grace and hope. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: For all in need: those who are in prison, the poor, the lame, the blind, and the 

sick (especially . . .) and those whose names we put before you or hold quietly 
in our hearts . . .  May their hearts may be steady and may they not be afraid. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: For this assembly, that mutual love may thrive among us. Strengthen all 

marriages and bless all families, that they may find their riches in each other 
rather than in the material things of this world. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 A: For those celebrating renewed life through the waters of baptism especially 

Nicky Church, Yvonne Weidmann, Rod Seeger, Carol Cunliffe and Jeff 
Reinders.  Continue to stir in their hearts, passion for the ministry to which you 
have called them.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
 
 P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 C: Amen. 
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MEAL 
  
SHARING THE PEACE   
We greet each other with love and compassion. 
 P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
Greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 
Be seated 
 
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS Our offerings are received 
We celebrate the gifts we have received.  We acknowledge the ways we use our gifts. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 
OFFERTORY   Marty Haugen 
 

 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 A: God of mercy and grace, 
 C: the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.  Fill us 

with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, 
  through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
We prepare ourselves to receive the bread & wine of communion which we believe is the body & blood of Christ. 
 

 

 
 
 

PREFACE 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
By eating the bread & drinking the wine we receive Christ into our lives to strengthen & nurture us spiritually. 
 P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Be seated 
 
 All who believe that Christ comes to us through this bread and wine are invited to the 
 communion table. 
 

The bread and wine will be distributed continuously at the communion rail.  Please come 
forward at the invitation of the usher.  White grape juice is provided on each tray of glasses.  
You may take red wine or white grape juice from the individual glasses or drink from the 
common cup.   
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LAMB OF GOD   
 

 
                                                                you       are     the   bread  of    life     for       us 
                                                        you       are     the    way   of    mer  - cy       and 

 
            all:                  have      mer  -  cy   on  us,           mer   -   cy  on   us, 
           love: 

 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 
MUSIC Espressivo Mompou 
      
Stand as you are able 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s grace. 
 C: Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 A: O God, 
 C: we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 

blood of your Son.  By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to 
give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.   

 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 C: Amen. 
 
Please turn and face the cross as the cross bearer recesses to the back of the church.  This 
symbolizes that we are following Christ into the world.  
 
SENDING HYMN Praise To You, O God of Mercy ELW (red book) # 208 
 
DISMISSAL 
We go out into our daily lives renewed, refreshed and restored for service in the world. 
 A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE Gai Mompou
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A note about the composer Fredrick Mompou:  
 
The musical world of Mompou is a world filled with colors, sounds and images, all 
impression of the Catalunya that surrounded Mompou. A quite and thoughtful man, he looked 
and listened for ways to express the deep feelings hidden within him. A shy and soft-spoken 
individual, his music reflects the thoughts and ideas that represent the man that he was. 
Mompou was born on April 16th, 1893 in Barcelona. He gave his first public recital in 1908. 
In 1909, in a concert in Barcelona, upon hearing Faure perform his Quintet op 89, Mompou 
there decided that he wanted to become a composer. In 1911 he composed what was to form 
the part of his first suite for piano, Plany from the Impressions Intimes. The music of Mompou 
springs from the soul, he once wrote" all the drama of my life develops deep inside of me and 
is there created".  

He received numerous awards: Chevalier des Arts et Lettres from the French Ministry of 
Culture, Member of the royal Academy of Art Sant Jordi, National Award for Music and 
Doctor Honoris Causa by the University of Barcelona. He met the Catalan pianist Carmen 
Bravo when judging a piano competition in Barcelona was overwhelmed by the passion of her 
performance of the Schumann concerto, they were married in 1957. He died in Barcelona on 
June 30th, 1987.  

 
 

Worship Assistants 
 

Assisting Lay Minister  Betsy McCormick 
Greeter  Dawn Brewster 
Usher   Clint Bastin 
Lector   Dave Richard 
Communion Assistant Dawn Brewster & Paul Davis 
Sound   Kerry Hansen 
Altar Guild  Mette Wong  
Counter  Brewster/Bastin 
 

�  The Sanctuary flowers are given by Dave Richard and family in loving 

memory of Gloria Richard. 
 

 
We thank Jolene Macpherson for hosting coffee hour this morning. 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 
Sunday Aug 29 9:00am Worship Service 
  10:15am Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting  
  10:15am A Time for Fellowship 
  11:00am Worship Service  
  1:00pm McNear’s Beach with all youth 
  1:25pm ECHMM at Greenbrae Care Center 
  8:00pm AA Meeting 
Monday Aug 30  Pastor Tom office hours – 10:00am-2:00pm  
   Pastor Kathryn – day off 
  9:30am OA Meeting  
  6:30pm MA Meeting  
  7:30pm Men’s Alanon 
Tuesday Aug 31  Pastor Tom & Kathryn office hours – 10:00am-2:00pm 
  10:30am Pastors meet with Marilyn 
  7:00pm  SLAA Meeting 
Wednesday Sept 1  Pastor Tom & Kathryn office hours – 10:00am-2:00pm 
  12:15pm Men’s Lunch – Celia’s Mexican, Vivian Way, San Rafael 
Thursday Sept 2  Pastor Kathryn office hours – 10:00am-2:00am 
   Pastor Tom – day off 
Friday Sept 3  Pastors’ day off 
  9:30am OA Meeting 
  8:30pm AA Meeting 
Saturday Sept 4 9:00am Gardening at Church 
Sunday Sept 5 9:00am Worship Service  
  10:15am A Time for Fellowship 
 11:00am  Worship Service  
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
+ We welcome Jolene Macpherson to our services this morning.  She is our Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans representative.  If you are a Thrivent member and have a question 
for her, she’ll be happy to help you.  If you’d like to find out more about Thrivent, Jolene 
is the one to ask.  We especially thank her for providing the coffee hour goodies as well as 
being part of our special music this morning. 
 
+ Youth Group Outing to McNear’s Beach:  This afternoon, our youth group (grades 
6-12) will head to the beach from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  You can meet us there or we can 
arrange to carpool, leaving church at 12:30 p.m.  Bring a sack lunch, suit & towel, $5 for 
the pool, beach games and money for the snack shop.  We’ll be meeting the youth from 
Bethlehem Lutheran at the beach.  Please let us know you’ll be coming. 
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+ ECHMM:  Today, Sunday, August 29th, members of Marin Lutheran will help lead a 
short worship service for those in extended care at Greenbrae Care Center, 1220 S. Eliseo, 
Greenbrae.  For those who are interested in helping with this ministry please meet at the 
care center at 1:25 p.m. 
 
+ The 2nd mile ministry for the month of August is the Lutheran Advocacy 
Ministry in Nevada. To support this ministry, please write a check to MLC and note 2nd 
mile – Nevada in the memo line. 
 
+ July & August Office Schedule for Pastors Tom & Kathryn (revised): 
  Pastor Tom – Mon, Tues & Wed 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
  Pastor Kathryn – Tues, Wed & Thurs 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
  Fridays – day off for both pastors 
 
+ We say a short goodbye to David Shepard today.  He will be traveling through Italy 
for the entire month of September.  We wish him happy and safe travels and look forward 
to seeing him again in October.  Our music will be in good hands with Marilyn Davis, 
Hilary Thompson, Stacy Cullison and Barbara Bacon while he is gone. 
 
+ We are gearing up for Rally Sunday on September 12th!  In addition to special 
activities for the kids between the services, we will be blessing their school 
bags/backpacks during the services.  We ask that all the kids bring the bag they take to 
school with them everyday.  They will bring them forward for a blessing during the 
services. 
 
+ Pakistan Disaster:  Torrential monsoon rains have caused flooding over 50,000 sq. 
miles of Pakistan (1/4 of the country) including its agricultural heartland.  2,000 people 
have been killed and 20 million affected by the floods – six million of those in dire need 
of assistance.  We can help by supporting our relief agencies that are already at work 
providing food, shelter and medical assistance.  Write a check to MLC and note 
“Pakistan” in the memo line.  100% of your donations will go directly to help with relief 
efforts through the ELCA Disaster Response or Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Marin Interfaith Education Series—beginning Monday, September 13th from 7 to 
9:15 p.m. at Spirit Rock Meditation Center.  For the last number of years Marin 
Interfaith Council has been hosting a fall educational program for people to get to know 
the various faith traditions in our community.  The goal is for us to experience ritual, 
study the tradition and get to know others in our community.  This series continues for 
three more sessions.  Checkout the September newsletter or the Marin Interfaith Council’s 
website for more information or to register for the event. 
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+ Lutheran World Relief School Bags:  The MLC women are sponsoring the sewing 
and assembling of school bags for LWR.  Jane has already been hard at work sewing 
bags – those of you who like to sew are invited to join her.  The bags are easy to 
assemble.  Sewing directions are available.  Please see Jane for the directions, she may 
even have some extra fabric available.  To complete the bags we are asking the entire 
congregation to bring school supplies to fill the bags.  Following are the items needed to 
fill the bags:  notebooks, school scissors, 30 cm. ruler, #2 pencils, pencil sharpener, 
erasers and box of 16-24 crayons.  Look for those sales popping up everywhere now.  
These completed school bags will be delivered to the LWR In-gathering in Morgan Hill in 
October. 
 
+ Remember these People in Prayer: Anker & Lee Andersen, Emmy Anderson, Joan 
Barry, Clint Bell, Joe O’Neill, Sr., Mary Reynolds, Dorothy Walters, Stu Burt, Karol 
Merciér (Pastor Kathryn’s sister), Dave Gable (Pastor Tom’s father), Shirley & Dick 
Morrow (Susan’s parents), Don Conrad (Michele Jacobs’ father), Sebastian (Cathie 
Schinski’s friend), and the Wick family – missionaries in Latin America 
    
 
 
 

Marin Lutheran Church 
 
OFFICE HOURS Monday – Friday, 10:00am – 2:00pm 
 Phone (415) 924-3782 
 FAX (415) 924-3785 
 E-mail marinlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 
WEB SITE www.marinlutheran.com 
 
EMAILS 
 Pastor Tom Gable PastorTomGable@gmail.com 
 Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson PastorKathryn@msn.com 
 
Worship Attendance 
 Last Sunday 9:00am – 59; 11:00am – 22 
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